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-Anytime students are called to the princi-
pal’s office, they know to expect bad news.

But when i0-year-old Alison Mara
McKnight was called to the office at Star
Hill Elementary School near Camden one
morning in February, the news was partieu-
larly bad. A creditor was waiting to repos-
sess the tlute she played in music class.

He said her parents were behind in the
nayments, which was news to the girl. Now,
.ner parents are suing that man to get the
flute back and fo get compensation for what

they say was the upsetting effect the inci-
dent had on Alison.

Joseph E. and Barbara A. McKnight of
Magnolia claim the Feb. 11 repossession was
illegal because they have a bankruptcy peti-
tion pending.

Alison apparently was pale when- she
returned {o class from the principal’s office
that day, and said her stomach “ felt like it
was going to fall open,’ ™ Mrs. McKnight
said. School officials decided the fifth-grader
was sick and sent her home.

Mrs. McKnight said she learned what was
really wrong when her daughter started cry-
ing and said, “Somebody took my {lute.”
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Alison hadn’t known about her parents’
financial troubles. “We sat down and had to
- a8 much as we could ~ explain it to her,”
Mrs. McKnight said.

Those being sued include Harry M. Voshell
of B&B Educational Music Service in Cam-
den, as well as school principal Clarence
Dyer, district superintendent F, Niel Postle
ghwait and the Caesar Rodney School Dis-
rict.

“I couldn’t understand someone allowing
this to happen ir the school. I'm just
shocked,” Mrs. McKnight said. “If they cap
do something like this, then what else car
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